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Welcome to the 2026–27 school year!
Weytk! (Hello!)
Sorrento Elementary is a wonderful school nestled in a beautiful lakeside community on the traditional, unceded lands of the Secwépemc People. We are proud of our caring and respectful student population, as well as our dedicated team of professional educators.
At Sorrento Elementary, we are committed to meeting the diverse needs of every learner. We place a strong emphasis on inclusion, personalized learning, and fostering acceptance and appreciation of differences. As a community school with an “open door” philosophy, we deeply value the contributions and perspectives of our students, families, and community partners. It is our shared belief that we are all interconnected, and that each of us plays an important role in creating a positive and successful learning environment.
This Student Planner is an essential tool to support student organization and strengthen communication between home and school. Please take the time to review it carefully and encourage its consistent use. Parents and guardians are kindly asked to check the planner daily and sign it before it is returned to school.
We look forward to another rewarding year of learning, growth, and memorable experiences together.
Kukwtsétsemc! (Thank you).First day for Students Gr. 1-6		Sept	09 
Professional Development Day	Sept	21
Nat. Day of Truth and Reconciliation 	Sept	30
Thanksgiving Holiday – No School 	Oct 	12
Student Photo Day 			Oct 	13
Professional Development Day	Oct 	23
Student Conference Day 		Oct 	26   
Remembrance Day Stat- No School	Nov 	11
Learning Update 1 Home		Dec	16
Last Day before Winter Break (Fri)	Dec	18 
School Reopens			Jan          04
Kindergarten Registration for 2025/26	Jan 	14
Professional Development Day	Jan	18
Professional Development Day	Feb 	12
Family Day Holiday			Feb 	15
Pink Shirt Day			Feb	24
Learning Update 2 Home		Mar	10
Last Day before Spring Break 		Mar 	12
Spring Vacation			Mar     15-29
First day back after break 		Mar	30
Professional Development Day	Apr	19
District Cross Country Run		Apr	28
Professional Development Day	May	07
Victoria Day Holiday		May	24
District Track and Field Gr. 4-7	June 	01          
Last Day for Students		June	24

SD83 Calendar for 2026-2027













Sorrento Bell Schedule 2026-2027

Bell Schedule:
Welcome Bell Rings	8:06
Classes Begin		8:08
Recess			9:40 – 9:55
Lunch			11:25–12:10
Dismissal		2:11
Sorrento Stars BELIEVE IN:
1. Respect for Self
2. Respect for Others
3. Respect for the Environment
4. Respect for Learning



Code of Conduct at Sorrento Elementary School
This applies while at school, at school related activities, and in other circumstances where engaging in the activity will have an impact on our school environment.
 
Sorrento Elementary School has a conduct code designed to provide a safe and caring school environment in which our students can learn and thrive.  This code is grounded in a set of guiding principles based on students’ rights and responsibilities:

Students are expected to act in a safe, responsible, and respectful manner and to treat others with politeness and consideration.

In Reference to the District Code of Conduct and the BC Human Rights Code:  
The Board of Education of SD83 and Sorrento Elementary School recognizes our responsibility in providing safe, respectful, and inclusive learning and working environments for all members of our school communities.  We adhere to the values expressed in the BC Human Rights Code respecting the rights of individuals in accordance with the law – prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, place of origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation.  Sorrento Elementary will promote a climate of understanding and mutual respect where all are equal in dignity and rights.  
The school will treat seriously behaviour or communication that discriminates based on race, color, ancestry, place of origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation and gender identity or expression (prohibited grounds set out in the BC Human Rights Code).

Special consideration may apply to students with special needs if they are unable to comply with this Code of Conduct due to having a disability of intellectual, physical, sensory, emotional, or behavioural nature.   
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Rights and Responsibilities as a Student:

· I have a RIGHT to learn.  
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to listen to instructions, work quietly, complete assignments and not to disturb others.

· I have a RIGHT to hear and be heard.  
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to listen quietly when others are speaking.

· I have a RIGHT to be treated respectfully. 
It is my RESPONSIBILITY to treat others respectfully and not hurt their feelings.

· I have a RIGHT to be safe.  
It is my RESPONSIBILITY not to physically, or verbally harm or threaten anyone.  It is my RESPONSIBILITY not to bring or use weapons at school (real or play/replica items).



Respect Self, Others, the Environment and Learning
Sorrento Elementary School-Wide Behaviour Expectations 
and Social Responsibility Rubric

	
	Respect 
for Self
	Respect for Others
	Respect for Environment

	All Settings
	We:
- do our personal best
- dress, speak and act appropriately
- seek assistance when required
- report unsafe actions/behaviour to an adult
- take responsibility for our actions
	We:
- keep our hands and feet to ourselves
- watch where we’re going
- use good manners and appropriate language
- transition quietly in hallways and when exiting and entering the school
- treat the work of others with respect and consideration
	We:
- clean up after ourselves
- reduce, reuse, recycle
- keep our school clean and demonstrate pride in our learning environment

	Classroom
	We:
- demonstrate responsibility for our learning
- engage in lessons
- attend and arrive on time
- follow emergency procedures and classroom expectations
- keep our resources organized 
- complete tasks to the best of our abilities and take pride in what we do
- demonstrate a positive attitude
	We:
- respect the property and space of our classmates
- ask before we borrow
- respect the learning of others
- encourage others
- use good manners
- listen to the speaker
- work cooperatively
- raise your hand
	We:
- dispose of waste appropriately
- clean up after ourselves
- stack our chairs
- wear indoor shoes
- keep our personal spaces clean and clutter free

	
	Respect for Self
	Respect for Others
	Respect for Environment

	Shared Learning Spaces

Library
Gym
Computer Lab
Hallways

	We:
- come prepared for lessons
- transition quietly
- keep food and drinks in our classroom
- listen respectfully to instructions and direction
- use equipment and devices in a safe and appropriate manner

	We:
- follow the rules and expectations of the teacher in charge
- leave the working space clean and tidy for the next class
- ensure our actions do not interfere with the learning of others
- are inclusive 

	We:
- push our chairs in or stack them at the end of the day
- put all equipment away in its proper place
- keep food and drink in our classroom or lockers
-keep shared areas tidy


	Eating Time
	We:
- use proper manners
- make healthy food choices
- stay seated while eating
- keep the classroom clean
	We:
- speak with an inside voice
- eat only our own food
- listen to the supervisors
	We:
- clean up after ourselves
- clean and recycle containers
- use reusable containers when possible

	Bus
	We:
- line up safely
- sit appropriately
- use a quiet voice
	We:
- listen to the driver
- keep our hands and feet to ourselves
- treat others respectfully
	We:
- keep the bus clean
- keep hands and feet out of the lane
- wait in designated areas

	At Sorrento Elementary we expect all students to conduct themselves in a respectful manner in all settings.  Whether on a field trip or school event that takes us off site, we want all students to represent our school and community in a positive manner.  





CONSEQUENCES FOR UNACCEPTABLE CONDUCT
Where appropriate, consequences for unacceptable conduct should be preventative and restorative in nature and should provide students with opportunities for growth and reflection. Restorative and other measures, including student suspension, may be necessary for those occasions when efforts fail to result in a student complying with expected conduct standards. In such instances, disciplinary actions must recognize and adhere to certain principles.
· Each instance of student misconduct must be dealt with on an individual basis taking into consideration the individual circumstances of the student. 
· Each case of student misconduct shall be dealt with as expeditiously as possible. 
· Students who contravene the District or School Code of Conduct will be subject to discipline reflective of the age, maturity, and developmental level of the student and the severity and frequency of the unacceptable conduct.
Discipline Progression
· Behaviour that is, in any way, disrespectful or unsafe will trigger the progressive discipline process.  
· The progressive process starts in the classroom or playground with an individual conversation or correction by the classroom teacher or supervising adult. If inappropriate behaviour continues, the classroom teacher will contact home and discuss the situation with the parents and establish a plan for success moving forward. However, if having tried the above procedures for behaviour management and the inappropriate behaviour continues or escalates, the behaviour will result in an office referral.  In serious circumstances, an office referral is made immediately.

“Bottom Line Behaviours”: (Serious Misconduct)
· These behaviors are serious in nature and are immediately referred to the principal or designate. 
· Fighting, Physical or verbal harassment, disrespect, intimidation, or threats
· Bullying (repeated, targeting behaviour)
· Repeated direct defiance of an adult
· Stealing, Vandalism
· Serious Internet/Social Media infractions or threats
All office referrals will result in consequences which depend on the circumstances and will be dealt with on an individual basis.  These may include:
· Review of the expected, appropriate behaviour; Restitution; Natural and logical consequences
· Parent / Teacher / Principal / Student Meeting; School Based Team Meeting; Behaviour Plan
· In-school suspension / Out of school Suspension 
SORRENTO POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Communication Between Home and School
· To reduce paper waste, Email information updates are sent home multiple times a month from the office. It is important that families have a current and regularly checked email addresses on file at the school. 
· Classroom specific information is sent home via student agendas and/or email.
· Please feel free to call your child’s teacher, the principal, or any staff member if you have a question, concern, or praise!

Personal Digital Devices
· Personal digital devices will be restricted at school for the purpose of promoting online safety and focused learning environments. “Personal Digital Device” means any personal electronic device that can be used to communicate or to access the internet including, but is not limited to, a cell phone, tablet, smart watch, smart glasses, IoT (Internet of Things) or other smart communication technology, and video or audio recording devices.
· In elementary schools, students are encouraged to leave all personal digital devices at home. Any personal digital devices brought to an elementary school must be stored in a secure location, not on their person, not visible, and not used during school hours.

Lost and Found
· Valuable items are turned in at the office
· Clothing and footwear are put into the blue lost and found box located in the hallway 
· Please ensure all clothing items are labelled with your child’s name- too many items go unclaimed.

Telephone Use
· Phones are primarily used for school business.                          
· Students can use the phone for important messages only, not for making social arrangements.  In most cases office staff will make calls on behalf of students.

Cold Weather Policy
· Weather allowing, students are expected to play outside before school, at recess, and at lunch.
· Only during very poor weather are students permitted to play appropriately inside. 
· Please note – If a child is “too ill” to be outside to play at lunch and recess, he/she should not be at school.  This policy is in place to protect the health of all students, staff, and guests at Sorrento Elem.

Dress Code
· Clothing may not have language or images that could be deemed offensive to others in our learning community (curse words, drug or alcohol related, gory, etc.).

Accident and Injury 
· 
· Primary first aid will be administered by staff with First Aid Training where appropriate
· Please advise the office promptly of any changes in phone numbers for home, doctor, or emergency contacts.  In the event of a serious injury or illness, they will be notified.  
Medication
· Medication will be administered by school staff only if a proper office form has been signed by a parent (forms are available at the office.)
Inside Shoes
· Part of respecting property at SOR involves taking off outdoor footwear at the door and putting on clean inside footwear.  
· Students are asked to have a pair of inside shoes always left at school.
SCHOOL SUPPLies and activity feeS
At Sorrento Elementary we order school supplies for students to ensure consistency and equal opportunity.  Teachers order supplies based on individual class and student needs.  This also saves families time trying to find specific items.  
	School supply fees for parents are:
· $45 for Kindergarten, and 
· $55 for students in Grades 1 – 6 (this includes an agenda book)

We appreciate your support with this policy. Fees are to be paid by the end of September. If you require more time to pay fees, or are unable to pay, please contact the principal for assistance.
We are fortunate at Sorrento Elementary that our PAC annually contributes $10 per student to cover cultural performances (plays, visiting musicians and acts) which reduces annual costs to parents.  Thank you PAC! 
Curricular support services and activities
[image: Belleville Primary School, London - Reading]Library Services
All students are encouraged to use the library and its facilities throughout the school day for research and leisure reading.  The library offers materials at a variety of reading levels. Students in grades 4-6 are permitted to sign out three library books at a time, grades 1 – 3 are permitted two books, while kindergarten students are limited to one book at a time.  The loan period is one week.

Learning Resources Department
The learning resource program intends to provide services to the school and its students through assessment, consultation, and direct instruction. The learning resource teachers collaborate with school and district staff as well as parents to design programs which meet the needs of students who have special needs in one or more areas. 
This referral and collaboration process may include a counselor, educational psychologist, speech/language pathologist, teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing, teacher of the visually impaired, occupational therapist, or physical therapist. Specific programs are put in place to support students with academic, social, emotional and behavioural needs.

Counseling
Counseling services are available to students through a referral process and may include one-on-one counseling, small group, parent consultation, and classroom sessions.  It is recommended that parents contact the classroom teacher to request counselling services for their child.
  
Technology     
[image: Notebook Computer PNG Images With Transparent Background | Free Download On  Lovepik]SOR currently has a mobile Ipad cart and two mobile Chromebook carts that students have access to. We have knowledgeable staff who recognize the benefits of using technology to enhance student learning. Students are expected to always exercise responsible and respectful use of Internet services.

Field Trips
Educational field trips form an important component of the instructional programming at Sorrento Elementary.  They are an exciting and different way for students to meet the learning outcomes in the curriculum.  Parent volunteers and fund raising are essential for these activities to occur.   Please contact the office staff for a link to complete the required criminal record check prior to volunteering.  If you are unsure of the status of a previous record check on file, we would be happy to assist.




co-Curricular activities
Different activities are offered from year to year.  In the recent past the following activities have been offered at Sorrento Elementary:
Cross Country Skiing
· Typically offered to students in our upper intermediate classes
· SOR has 2 class sets of skis and boots 
· Skiing occurs on school grounds and at Sorrento Centre
Snow Shoeing
· Students at any age can participate in snow shoeing
· SOR has at least 2 class sets of snowshoes
· We use the school grounds and Sorrento Centre for this activity
Cross Country Running
· Running practices for students at all grade levels
· Competition opportunities for grades K – 5 students
Track and Field
· Long jump, high jump, ball throw, and running events
· Training and competition for students in grades 4 and 5
Additional activities such as gymnastics and swimming have also been offered to students in previous years when facilities and certified instructors are available.

Extra-Curricular activities at SORRento Elementary
There are many extra-curricular activities offered at our school.  In any given year, the activities may vary according to which staff members and/or parents are able to be involved. 
Activities have included:
· Basketball, Floor Hockey, Music Club, Student Leadership, Indigenous Ed Clubs/Activities
.
[image: Lunch Vector Art, Icons, and Graphics for Free Download]BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAMS
Our school benefits from fantastic, free breakfast and lunch programs. Due to some school district funding (Feeding Futures grant), PAC donations, parent volunteers, and generous community partners, we can offer breakfast and/or lunch top-ups to students in need. 

Hot Lunch/Souper Lunch: Students at Sorrento Elementary also have the opportunity to try new foods free of charge once or twice a month through a community/PAC collaboration offering soup and other items.
Parent volunteers are required to ensure this program is available and runs smoothly. Any parent wanting to volunteer to help with this program can contact the principal or our PAC executive. “Many hands make light work”. 


DAILY PLANNERS/AGENDA BOOKS

[image: Morning Schedule - Mrs. DeJonckheere's Class]Planners are an excellent communication tool between home and school. A planner is supplied to every child in Gr. 1-6.  The cost of planners is included in the school supply fee. 
To help your child have a successful year, please review your child’s planner daily, then sign and return to school. This is an effective way for a parent to communicate with their child’s teacher(s) as well. 
Using planners is a skill required in high school and adult life and allows students to stay current with work and events.
We impress upon our students: “If you plan to learn, you must learn to plan!”

ARRIVAL, BREAKS & AFTER SCHOOL

Upon arrival in the morning, students play at the back of the school until the bell. 
At recess and lunch, all students play only at the back of the school. 
After school, all students must depart the school grounds quickly and must be at the front of the school while waiting for the school bus or for parent transportation. 

BUS TRANSPORTATION

· [image: http://images.google.ca/images?q=tbn:5tfxGRbOJo0J:www.midfairfieldredcross.org/images/safety%2520tips/september/school-bus.gif]Students waiting for a bus after school must remain on the front sidewalk for safety reasons and may only cross the parking lot with a parent or guardian, or upon request from a school staff member.
· School staff supervise students boarding the buses.  Students are required to follow bus guidelines. Failure to do so may result in loss of bus privileges.
· Students require a note or phone call from home for occasional bus use or for alternate travel home plans.
· Students are not permitted to ride a bus other than their own.  Playdates and other after-school arrangements must provide their own transportation.

PARENT PARKING AND STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP

Parents and students can help ensure a safe and efficient parking area by:
· Parking along the frontage road and side street only.
· Keeping all bus areas clear and giving the bus the right of way.
· Respecting our “Kiss and Go” policy, keeping pick-ups and drop-offs to under a minute.
· Not passing in the drop-off lane



PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Our education system values parents and includes them in a variety of ways.  All parents and guardians are members of the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) just by being a parent or guardian.  
PAC gives parents a voice in many educational decision-making processes.  The more parents involved, the stronger the voice when it comes to educational issues that affect children.  Sorrento’s PAC has been instrumental in shaping and supporting school decisions.  The PAC has provided our school with materials, resources, equipment, and programs through fundraising and planning.  All parents are encouraged to be active in the PAC and attend at least one meeting each year. 
Briefly, the role of the PAC is to:
·  Advise school administration and staff on parental views about school programs, policies and activities            
· Communicate with parents about programs, policies, and activities
· Organize PAC activities and events
· Assist with the Safe Arrival and other school initiatives or programs
· PAC meetings are held once a month during the year. Everyone is encouraged to attend.






REPORTING DATES

Student/Teacher/Family Conferences
· Week of October 26th 
· Monday Oct. 26th -Scheduled Conference Day (students only attend during their conference time) 
1st Written Learning Update Home
· Tuesday December 15th 
2nd Written Learning Update Home
· Wednesday March 10th 
Informal Learning Update (student-led conferences, written updates, individual meetings, etc.)
· April 26th to May 6th (Student-Led Conference Day date TBD)
Summary of Learning (Final written update)
· Thursday June 24th 
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