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Principal’s message
Welcome to the 2022-23 school year! Weytk! (Hello!) It is my first year here at Sorrento, and I am thrilled to be a part of this very warm and generous school community. 
Sorrento Elementary prides itself in meeting the needs of all learners.  We place a great focus on acceptance and tolerance of differences, personalized learning, and inclusion. We are a community school with an “open door” policy.  We appreciate and benefit from input from our students, our parents and our community partners. I believe that we are all interconnected and we all contribute to the making of a better world.
This Student Planner is a critical tool for student organization and for home-school communication.  Please take the time to look through it carefully and use it wisely. Parents, please check your child’s planner daily and then sign it for return to school the next day. I look forward to working with you this school year and to the memorable times ahead! Kukwtsétsemc! (Thank you)
Paul Rosman – Principal

Mission Statement
At SORRENTO We 
BELIEVE IN:
“The Fantastic Four!”
RESPECT FOR:
1. Self
2. Others
3. Environment
4. Learning

 
Bell Schedule:
Bell Rings		8:14
Classes Begin		8:14
Recess #1		9:45 – 10:00
Recess #2		10:03 – 10:18
Lunch			11:30–12:15
Dismissal		2:11
School Calendar for 2022-2023New Students Register	          Aug              30
Labour Day – No School	          Sept             05
Non-Instructional Day – No school    Sept             06
First day for Students Gr 1 - 5	          Sept             07 Professional Development Day         Sept             19
Orange Shirt Day – No School          Sept             30
Kindie & New Student Reg. Day        Oct              04            
Thanksgiving – No school	          Oct               10
Student Photo Day                             Oct              11
Professional Development Day          Oct              21
Conference Day – No school              Oct              26   
Professional Development Day           Nov            10
Remembrance Day – No school         Nov            11
Report Card Day		            Nov            23
Winter Concert Week                          Nov 28 – Dec 2   
Last Day before Winter Break	            Dec           16 
School Re-opens		            Jan            03
Professional Development Day           Jan            30
Professional Development Day           Feb           17
Family Day		            Feb           20
Pink Shirt Day                                      Feb           22
Report Card Day		            Mar           08
Last Day before Spring Break	            Mar           17
Spring Vacation 		           Mar         20-31
First day back after break	           Apr             03
Good Friday – No school                    Apr             07
Easter Monday – No school                Apr             10
Victoria Day		           May             22          
Last Day for Students	           June            29


















SCHOOL SUPPLY and activity feeS
We levy an annual fee per student to assist with funding the student planners and school supplies.  At SOR, the fees are: $35 for kindergarten, and $45 for students in grades 1 – 5. We appreciate your support with this policy. Fees are to be paid by the end of September. If you require more time to pay fees, or are unable to pay, please contact Mr. Rosman for assistance.
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Curricular support services and activities 
Library Services
All students are encouraged to use the library and its facilities throughout the school day for research and leisure reading.  The library offers materials at a variety of reading levels. Students in grades 4 and 5 are permitted to sign out three library books at a time, grades 1 – 3 are permitted two books, while kindergarten students are limited to one book at a time.  The loan period is one week.
Learning Resources Department
The learning resource program intends to provide services to the school and its students through assessment, consultation, and direct instruction. The learning resource teachers collaborate with school and district staff as well as parents to design programs which meet the needs of students who have special needs in one or more areas. This referral and collaboration process may include a counselor, educational psychologist, speech/language pathologist, teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing, teacher of the visually impaired, occupational therapist, or physical therapist. Specific programs are put in place to support students with academic, social, emotional and behavioural needs.
Counseling
Counseling services are offered to students and parents through one-on-one counseling, small group, parent consultation, and classroom sessions.  It is recommended that parents contact the classroom teacher to request counselling services for their child.  
Gifted Education  
Students who are recommended by their classroom teacher for gifted programming, are offered enrichment opportunities in their area(s) of strength.  Programs and activities offered vary from year to year based on need, student areas of interest and the resources available. 
Computers     
[image: j0195384]SOR has a well-equipped PC lab, several search units in the library, and at least one iPad in each classroom. We have a knowledgeable staff who recognize the benefits of using technology to enhance student learning.  In order for students to access the Internet from our computers, students must be supervised by a staff member.  However students are expected to exercise responsible and respectful use of Internet services at all times.
Field Trips
Educational field trips form an important component of the instructional programming at Sorrento Elementary.  They are an exciting and different way for students to meet the learning outcomes in the curriculum.  Parent volunteers and fund raising are essential for these activities to occur.   
co-Curricular activities 
Different activities are offered from year to year.  In the recent past the following activities have been offered at Sorrento Elementary:
Cross Country Skiing
· Typically offered to students in grades 4 and 5
· SOR has 2+ class sets of skis and boots 
· Skiing occurs on school grounds and at Sorrento Centre


Swimming
· Swimming lessons for grades 2 & 3 students (PAC funded)
· Located at the Salmon Arm swimming pool
Snow shoeing
· Students at any age participate in snow shoeing
· SOR has at least 2 class sets of snowshoes
· We use the school grounds and Sorrento Centre for this activity
Cross Country Running
· Running training for students at all grade levels
· Competition opportunities for grades K – 5 students
Track and Field
· Long jump, high jump, ball throw, and running events
· Training and competition for students in grades 4 and 5
Extra-Curricular activities at SOR
There are many extra-curricular activities offered at our school.  In any given year, the activities may vary according to which staff members and/or parents are able to be involved. 
Activities have included:
Basketball
Lunch hour and afterschool practices and games have been offered for students in grades 4 and 5.
Student Leadership
Grade 4 and 5 teacher(s) provide a variety of activities and opportunities for students in these grades. Some of these include: recycling, spirit days, set up and take down of equipment, assistance with playground jobs, assembly participation, along with other activities depending on the interests of the students and staff.

Breakfast and Lunch Program
Our school benefits from fantastic, free breakfast and lunch programs. Due to some school district funding (LINK grant), parent volunteers, and community partners, we are able to offer breakfast and/or lunch to students in need. Students can choose to come in for breakfast on a drop-in basis. Lunch is handed out on an “as needed” basis. Any parent wanting to volunteer to help with this program should contact Mr. Rosman. “Many hands make light work”. 
Fruit and Veggie Program
Twice each month, free fruit or vegetables are offered to every student to try at no cost. This is to encourage students to try new foods, support our BC farmers, and enjoy healthy food choices.  Information about this free program comes home to families in the fall.
Environmental Program
This is an important program at our school. We collect drink containers, paper, plastic, tin, and cardboard so these items do not end up in the landfill.  We compost food waste as well. We have come to the point where we hardly need garbage cans! Sending re-useable containers for children’s snacks and lunches helps a great deal. This lifelong task is one important and routine way our students and staff show care for our earth!
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SOR POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Lost and Found
· Valuable items are turned in at the office
· Clothing and footwear are put into the blue lost and found box located in the hallway 
· Unclaimed items are sent to the local thrift shop twice a year. Parents are encouraged to check the lost and found anytime.
Telephone Use
· Phones are primarily used for school  business.                          
· Students are able to use the phone  for important messages only, not for making social arrangements.
· Students require a phone pass from a staff  member before using the phone.
Cold Weather Policy
· Weather allowing, students are expected to play outside before school, at recess, and at  lunch.
· Only during very poor weather, students are permitted to play appropriately inside. Please note – If a child is “too ill” to be outside to play at lunch and recess, he/she should not be at school.  This policy is in place to protect the health of all students, staff and guests at SOR.
Dress Code
· In consultation with the Parent Advisory Committee and staff, Sorrento has a dress code. We call it “Dressing for Work”.
· Students, staff, and parents are asked to dress in a manner that is appropriate and not distracting to others and their learning and working.
· Clothing may not have language that could be deemed offensive.
· We ask that students not wear clothing to school that is more suitable for the beach.
Accident and Injury 
· Primary first aid will be administered by staff with First Aid Training
· Contagious disease or conditions, allergies, or serious illness must be brought to the attention of the classroom teacher and the school office.
· Protocols for the management of Covid-19 are fluid and changing, so policies are communicated via our safety plan which is posted on our website and emailed out to parents.
· Please advise the office promptly of any changes in phone numbers for home, doctor, or emergency contacts.  In the event of an injury or illness, the parents or the “emergency contact person” will be notified.  
Medication
Medication will be administered by the staff only if a proper office form has been signed by a parent (forms are available at the office.)
Head Lice
· We ask that parents inform the school if a child is observed with head lice.
· Once a child has been treated with the recommended agent or protocol, they will be able to return to school.
· If it is discovered at school that a child has head lice, a letter will be sent home to his or her classmates alerting them of the issue anonymously. Parents are then asked to check their own children’s heads several times each week. Head lice is not a sign of uncleanliness, it is merely a nuisance that must be dealt with promptly so it does not continue to spread. 
Inside Shoes
Part of respecting property at SOR involves taking off outdoor footwear at the door and putting on clean inside footwear.  Students are asked to have a pair of inside shoes left at school at all times which usually serve as footwear for P.E. classes.  Why?
1. Provides a more hygienic atmosphere
2. Keeps the school cleaner
3. Provides safety for children’s feet
4. Eases participation in PE activities
Daily Planners
Planners are an excellent communication tool between home and school. A planner is supplied to every child in Gr. 1-5.  The cost of planners is included in the school supply fee. In order to help your child have a successful year, please read your child’s planner daily, then sign and return to school. This is an effective way for a parent to communicate with their child’s teacher(s) as well. Using planners is a skill required in high school and adult life, and allows students to stay current with work and events.
We impress upon our students:
“If you plan to learn, you must learn to plan!”
Morning, Breaks, and After School
Upon arrival in the morning, students play at the back of the school until the bell (or they may choose to go in for breakfast). At recess and lunch, all students play only at the back of the school. Afterschool, all students must depart the school grounds quickly, and must be at the front of the school while waiting for the school bus or for parent transportation. Parents are asked to pick up students on the frontage road or side street, and not in the staff parking lot.
P.E. Expectations
· If a student has a chronic health condition that impacts participation in PE, please inform the classroom teacher.
· Indoor non-marking running shoes are mandatory for the gymnasium for students in all grades.
Bus Transportation 
· [image: http://images.google.ca/images?q=tbn:5tfxGRbOJo0J:www.midfairfieldredcross.org/images/safety%2520tips/september/school-bus.gif]Students waiting for a bus after school must remain on the front sidewalk for safety reasons, and may only cross the parking lot with a parent or guardian, or upon request from a school staff member.
· Teachers and the principal supervise students boarding the buses.  Students are required to follow bus guidelines. Failure to do so may result in loss of bus privileges.
· Students require a note or phone call from home, and to be registered on the bus for occasional bus use, or for alternate travel home plans.
School Boundaries and Student Responsibility
Once students arrive on school property, they must stay on the school grounds, and out of the forest area unless they have staff approval. The school property is fenced for student safety. The play areas at SOR are at the back of the school only, for safety and supervision purposes. A rack is provided for students who ride a bike to school, and a bike lock is required. After bikes have been parked, the bike rack is out of bounds.
Parent Parking and Drop-off /Pickup of Students
Parents and students can help ensure a safe and efficient parking area by:
· Parking along the frontage road and side street only.
· Keeping all bus areas clear and giving the bus the right of way.
· Respecting our “Kiss and Ride” policy, keeping pick-ups and drop-offs to under one minute.
· Not idling vehicles – “young lungs are at work”!
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AT SOR
At Sorrento Elementary, we approach social responsibility using 5 strategies: Restitution, Positive Behaviour Support (PBS), Social Responsibility Performance Standards, Zones of Regulation, and our Environmental Program. The cornerstone of Sorrento’s behavior policy is a strong belief in RESPECT.
· RESPECT YOURSELF
· RESPECT OTHERS
· RESPECT PROPERTY
· RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT
Restitution
Restitution builds, improves, and maintains relationships between people. It is recognition that it’s OK to make a mistake, and offers students the chance to fix their mistake and return to the group strengthened. We teach that all behaviour is communication, and is based on trying to meet one or more of the 5 basic human needs: freedom, fun, love and belonging, power, and survival. Restitution helps encourage students to become the person they want to be, and students learn to be self-directed and self-disciplined. It is a philosophy that is based on beliefs and not merely on rules. Restitution moves beyond consequences and rewards, and encourages students to “do the right thing because it’s the right thing to do.” It does not ignore “bottom line” behaviours like violence, direct defiance, and theft, to name a few.
PBS
Positive Behaviour Support is a school wide approach to teaching and reinforcing student behaviour. Students receive appropriate and specific instruction about behavioural expectations, and celebrate together when school behaviour goals are reached. It is a consistent approach that offers time for practice, reflection, discussion, and celebration. 
SOCIAL  RESPONSIBILITY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
This framework provides our staff, students, and families with a common set of expectations in four categories: Contributing to the Classroom and School Community, Solving Problems in Peaceful Ways, Valuing Diversity and Defending Human Rights, and Exercising Democratic Rights and Responsibilities. Students are directly taught the four levels of performance, and learn to describe specific behaviours in each level. The levels are described as:
Not Yet Meeting Expectations – 1 Minimally Meeting Expectations – 2 Fully Meeting Expectations – 3 Exceeding Expectations – 4 
At Sorrento  Elementary, we “Aim to be 3”!


ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM
We are very aware of and concerned about our environment, and we teach our students ways to show respect for our earth. We have an environmental program which includes recycling reducing, reusing, and composting. Many classes discuss ways to save energy at home and school as well. We also ask our parents and staff to respect our “idle free” parking lot initiative. In addition to wanting to prevent further pollution, we have “Young Lungs at Work”!

STUDENT DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES
Sorrento Elementary staff members use a pro-active approach when dealing with discipline.  We believe we are:
“A great school getting even better.”
Many positive comments have been made by the community about our student behaviour. It is not uncommon for our students to receive glowing commendations about their behaviour during field trips and other outings.  SOR students have built a reputation of which they can be proud.
However, we have procedures for problems when they do occur.  Minor offences are handled on the spot in the classroom, hallways, or other areas.  Problem solving may include a student conference, phone call to home, notes in the student planner, or “thinking papers”.  For repetitive behaviours, or behaviours of a more serious nature, a progressive discipline cycle is implemented through the office. Major offenses dealt with at the office level may include the following:
· Bullying (repeated, targeting behavior)
· Damaging or stealing property
· Fighting
· Vandalism                       
· Throwing objects such as rocks or snowballs
· Disrespectful or abusive language
· Repeated direct defiance of an adult
· Truancy or repeated tardiness
· Leaving the school grounds without permission
· Repeated disruptive behaviour
· Theft



When dealing with situations, a number of responses may be used:
· Warnings
· Student conference(s)
· Natural and logical consequences
· Parents notified
· Restitution measures
· Referral for additional support
· Detentions (recess/lunch)
· In-school or out-of-school suspensions (parents will be notified)

A  Note about the BC Human Rights Code:
Sorrento promotes the values expressed in the BC Human Rights Code. Behaviour or communication that discriminates based on race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation is treated seriously.

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Our education system values parents and includes them in a variety of ways.  All parents and guardians are members of the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) just by being a parent or guardian.  PAC gives parents a voice in many educational decision-making processes.  The more parents involved, the stronger the voice when it comes to educational issues that affect children.  Sorrento’s PAC has been instrumental in shaping school decisions.  The PAC has provided our school with materials, resources, equipment and programs through fund raising and planning.  All parents are encouraged to be active in the PAC and attend at least one meeting each year. 
Briefly, the role of the PAC is to:
·  Advise school administration and staff on parental views about school programs, policies and activities            
· Communicate with parents about programs, policies, and activities
· Organize PAC activities and events
· Assist with the Safe Arrival Program
· PAC meetings are held once a month during the year. Everyone is encouraged to attend.
The 2022 - 2023 PAC Executive elections are in the fall. The AGM date has not yet been set. Positions include: Chair, Co-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer. Parent support is valued for the creation of a positive, creative school climate. The school appreciates all the help parents give in volunteering for a wide variety of activities.  If you are interested in volunteering, contact your child’s teacher, Mr. Rosman or any PAC executive member. 

SCHOOL_IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Each year our school reflects upon areas we would like to focus in order to best meet the needs of our students. Our School Growth Plan also becomes a part of the School District 83 Accountability Plan.
We have 2 specific goals for 2022 - 2023.
1. Numeracy: To continue to focus on building our students’ math skills overall.
2. Literacy: To continue to build on reading and writing fluency and comprehension.

REPORTING PERIODS
· Formal progress communication is completed three times per year (late fall, early spring, and end of year).  As well, there are two informal reporting opportunities.
· Report cards are supplemented with parent/teacher conferences in fall, and an informal interim report in spring.
· If a parent has a concern at any time, they are encouraged to contact the classroom teacher to discuss the issue.



COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL
· Newsletters are sent home monthly. They are available by email as the preferred method of communication.  They are also posted on the school’s website. Contact the school if we do not have your email address, or if your email address changes.
· For classroom events, information is sent home via students and/or email.
· We also have a school Facebook page and a website which are other excellent sources for school information.
· We have an “open door” policy.  Please feel free to call your child’s teacher, the principal, or any staff member if you have a question, concern or praise! 
CLASSROOM BELIEFS
One part of our Restitution program is establishing  Classroom Beliefs.  These beliefs are jointly composed by the students and the classroom teacher.  Below is a place for students to enter their Classroom’s Beliefs for this school year.

Classroom: _________

Teacher: ______________________

Classroom Beliefs:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________



[image: ]
Family and School Participation in the Daily Planner Program
Parents:  Your support in checking the planner each day for messages, homework and reminders is one key to a successful year for your child.
Please read over these introductory pages to the planner.  Discuss this information with your child.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or the office.  Then, please sign the planner in the space below with your child, and the classroom teacher will sign as well.
Thank you for your support and cooperation.  Enjoy a great year at Sorrento Elementary!

Parent(s) Signature:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Student Signature:

_____________________________


Teacher Signature:

_____________________________

_____________________________
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